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I write today in support of your decision to conduct a scientific assessment to detennine hcnv 
future large~sca1e deve1oplnent projects could affect the Bristol Bay, Alaska \Yatershed, The 
Bristol Bay fishery is a valuable natural resource, Its abundant and productive fisher}' supports 
prosperous commercial and. sport fishing industries and thousands of other opportunities, \vhich 
henet1t Washington State, 

Many Washingtonians understand and appreciate the Bristol Bay salm.on fishery's contribution 
to our state's economy ln 201 L Washington State was home to 827 permit holders \vho t1sh 
commercially in Bristol Bay, Their work supports thousands ofjobs in the area, including rn.any 
Washington-based sea.fbod processors, restaurants, grocers, chefs, and sport f1shing businesses 
that depend on the bay's salmon fishery to sustain their businesses and livelihoods, l'vlany of 
these citizens ha,,re expressed their strong support D:.Jr protecting the Bristol Bay Fishery from 
potentially harmtl;l industrial acti vi tics, 

Sound science and public input are critical to developing the WattTshed Assessment your agency 
is currently finalizing, Thank you again tor your leadership on this issue, I support your efK.ms 
and will continue to closely monitor the assessment process, Please do not hesitate to contact me 
or my statT. 

Sincerely, 

Adam Stnith 
Member of Congress 
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